
Slides adapted from a presentation by Dick Blackford



• Overseas evangelism following WWII
• Evangelism in Germany sponsored by the Broadway church of Christ in Lubbock, TX

• Evangelism in Japan sponsored by the Union Avenue church of Christ in Memphis, TN

• Domestic evangelism (and overseas)
• Through the “Herald of Truth” on radio and TV sponsored by the Fifth and Highland 

church of Christ in Abilene, TX (1952) https://www.heraldoftruth.org

• “One Nation Under God” mass mailings sponsored by the Sycamore church of Christ 
in Cookeville, TN (1991)

• Disaster relief
• E.g., “Churches of Christ Disaster Response Team”

• “Overseen by the elders at the Cassel Hills church o Christ,
Vandalia, OH” (https://www.churchesofchristdrt.org)

History of the ”Sponsoring Church” 















A “sponsoring church”

• A congregation whose elders assume the oversight of a work
• The work is typically larger than the congregation can support financially

• Other congregations bear an equal responsibility to accomplish the work

• The other congregations are asked to help with the work they sponsor

• Example: 
• The Broadway congregation in Lubbock, Texas “sponsored” the work of 

evangelism in Germany following WWII. (Another congregation “sponsored” 
similar work in Japan.)

• The Fifth and Highland Streets congregation “sponsored” 
preaching via radio and TV domestically.





Concerns raised by the Anti- Congregations
















